ABC Meeting Minutes || 09.23.09

Absent:

Late: Isaac, Betty, Chris, Bill

I. Intro

II. Internal Policy: Culture Show Meeting

a. Informal cap of $2500 for culture shows

b. Meeting with internal policy, e-board, whoever else wants to come on October 17th at 2 PM

III. External Policy: Lerner Hall Space on Friday

a. Agreed as a committee to find out more about it and get Friday slot for student groups

b. Student groups not allowed to use Lerner from 9AM-5PM, Monday through Friday

i. Even if nobody is using space, student groups are still not allowed to use the space

c. Allowing groups to use space on Friday will free up space on the weekend

d. Cliff: Dinner with Dean Schollenberger—this was a topic at the dinner. Our policy should be to hard-line them on wanting Friday. No point trying to get Monday through Thursday

i. But, Lerner is getting a lot of money by renting out space to Grad schools, community, etc on Mon-Friday

ii. Informally assured us of support for more use of Lerner

e. Anum: Is there a way we can compromise? Let them keep some rooms (Roone, Satow, C555) so they can make money

i. Cliff: Yes, biggest moneymakers are the largest rooms. They may make us work around the schedule

f. Vikas: Maybe get the information on EMS a week before so student groups can use the space that isn’t being used at that time

IV. External Policy: Promotional Vendor Policy

a. Columbia has changed rules on buying promotional goods that have Columbia name, logo, etc

b. If you ordered more than $2500, triggered a purchase order, took longer to get checks cut

c. Now, whenever order anything that is a promotional item, still triggers purchase order, and can only go through list of vendors (provided by University)

d. Make your groups aware of the policy so they can get their orders in earlier

e. Gunnar: Nuriel and him are looking into this issue to try to figure out exactly what’s going on. Will approach Honey-Sue Fishman and office

i. Either loosen rules or get rid of them

f. Cliff: Rules do not apply to Barnard, so go through them if you are dually recognized

g. We will get policy text reduced to bullet points

V. Recognition: Accion Boricua Constitution

a. Voted to not approve it because it violates part of ABC Constitution

b. They are expanding their mission to include people of other origins, and overlap with some other groups

c. Cliff: Does the new statements change its purpose? It’s just a statement of solidarity

d. Vikas: If they address those other issues, they should do it in context of Puerto Ricans

i. Cliff: I don’t see how that encroaches upon other groups’ mission statements. We are just tripping over a few words that are really meaningless

e. Isaac: He agrees. It’s just a message of solidarity, and other groups have the same type of solidarity statements

f. Vikas: Ultimately goes to SDA, so we should be screening for possible faults

g. Nora: One sentence goes beyond just solidarity—it implies action

h. Anum: There are already groups under ABC that fill this inclusive niche on campus, so they are not doing anything special

i. Chris: But they are doing LGBQT in context of Latinos

i. Alfred: This is why we have Proud Colors

j. Cliff: We don’t want to have overlap in same publication; but we don’t need to get rid of overlap in building of community

i. Taarini: It’s a part of what they are doing, but it’s an addition to this

k. Chris: Proud Colors being an umbrella group for other LGBQT organizations

l. Scott: One of issues was that it specifically called LGBQT people, instead of calling out all oppressed people—mentions two specific groups rather than everyone else

i. Proud Colors is having trouble as it recruiting

m. Vikas: There is a slippery slope—when do we draw the line for filling niches

n. Isaac: Puerto Ricans are Latinos, so there is no problem with them including Latinos. No problem with including LGBQT in a mission statement

o. Vote: 8-8-2 :: Motion Fails. Constitution does not pass

p. Motion to discuss :: 10-3-5

VI. Appeals Committee

a. Polish Club, General Body Meeting, $40

b. CEAR, General Interest Meeting, $25

c. DDR Club, General Body Meeting, $44

d. DDR Weekly Meeting $34

e. Policy Debate, Huber Debate Tournament, $126

f. Charles Drew, $126

g. Vote: 17-0-1: Appeals pass

