ABC Minutes || 11.18.09

Late:

Absent:

I. Check-In

II. Nuriel

a. Lerner tech has unionized, so prices next semester may be higher than this semester

i. Varsity Show fund will happen next semester, which may help in covering rising costs

ii. Perhaps a collective between councils, ABC, SGB, etc to buy microphones, projectors for groups to borrow

iii. Scott: ideas for ABC taking over part of SGO, or lend out tech items through libraries

iv. If groups say they are getting higher quotes than last semester, then ask them to document it so we can use it as evidence

b. Take back the night: perhaps ABC groups should not hold events on that night in respect out of the night

i. Scott: ABC should not say that groups cannot program on that night. Perhaps have Take Back the Night contact groups to ask them to not program

ii. Bill: Best way to approach it is to give clubs a choice instead of mandating

iii. Taarini: We can say that we recommend that you should not plan events

iv. Mustafa: We should not have any hand in it…we can make groups aware, but should not recommend/mandate this

III. Director of Technology

a. Yuefei is interested in becoming director of technology

b. Cliff: What is the task of this committee?

i. Scott: There is no constitutional law for this, but we need someone who has the tech skills to update the website

ii. Nuriel: Perhaps email on the listserv for a director of technology

iii. Scott: We will make apps due 29th of November, appoint someone on December 2nd
IV. Appeals

a. CMTS – Secret Garden $700

i. Need wireless microphones, and need to rent it from an outside vendor

ii. Scott: Issue with them getting the appeal and then getting more and more money in next year’s budget

iii. Motion to approve for $700: [12-4-0] Approved for $700

b. KCST – Othello $200/$600

i. Expected to get more from P&P Fund

ii. Scott: Budget issues at P&P Fund, and we cut their expected need down because their budget did not show a need. They were allocated for this event for over $1000. They have not spent it all, so perhaps they should ask for more

iii. Motion to approve for $0: [14-2-0]

c. OLAS – Fusion Party $40/$40

i. Motion to Approve for $40: [16-0-0] – Approved for $40

d. AMSA – Global Health Teaching Initiative $50/$50

i. Motion to approve for $50: [16-0-0] – Approved for $50

e. CEAR – General Body Meeting $30/$30

i. Motion to approve for $30: [16-0-0] – Approved for $30

f. French Cultural Society E-Board Bonding Dinner $50/$200

i. $200 for e-board bonding to strengthen leadership abilities

ii. Mustafa: We should not be spending money $200 on 10 people

iii. Gunnar: Shouldn’t be paying for people to go eat somewhere

iv. Bill: Life fees should go to helping a larger number of people

v. Motion to approve for $0: [11-4-1] – Approved for $0

V. Recognition: Smart Women Securities, GCC

a. Smart Women Securities

i. Different Niche on campus, but there is issue with sustainability

ii. Anum: There is overlap between the clubs that Vikas mentioned. Perhaps they can combine with other groups

iii. Bill: There is just too much overlap. The club is active, but too much overlap

iv. Betty: They do put on good events, but there is too much overlap…there is no issue of sustainability

v. Nuriel: A lot more personal finance in this club, which is not a niche that is already filled on campus. As long as they do not expand in a way that does not overlap with other groups

vi. David: There is overlap, but perhaps fix in Constitution

vii. Scott: We keep recognizing groups in dance, publication, competitive, pre-prof categories, so we should be wary in approving groups in these categories

1. Issue with this group giving financial advice

viii. Nuriel: The two concerns Scott mentioned are SDA’s concerns. We should vote based on what we think. If there was significant overlap, then there would not be a group of thirty people who come to events regularly. There is some niche that this group fills on campus

ix. Scott: SDA does expect us to keep their policy in mind when recommending groups

x. Mustafa: The fact that it is “Smart Woman Securities” limits it to women. They should expand personal finance to everyone.

xi. Betty: We shouldn’t consider the giving advice on investing part because they are not giving specific investing advice

xii. Alfred: Maybe wait out and see if there are thirty people still there next year. There is a lot of overlap.

xiii. Bill: Don’t see personal finance part of the seminars. Seems investment banking type of club. There is significant overlap between the clubs.

xiv. Cliff: Perhaps a decent idea to wait on recognizing the group

xv. Motion to recommend for recognition: [3-9-4]

b. Global China Connection

i. Cliff: Issue with them being for profit; they have an account in Jersey

ii. Alfred: They didn’t understand how bureaucratic ABC is…they would not thrive well under ABC. They do not understand how ABC works

iii. Tiffany: Conflict of Interest, but one of their founders does not want recognition

iv. Nuriel: This is a group that has large events, and have been successful with networking. They have a niche on campus in that they focus on the Chinese Government and have a solid group of members

v. Gunnar: Personal seriously problems that says they cannot be a part of another group. That is not beneficial to student life on Columbia

vi. Mustafa: I did vote in favor of GCC, but since then have gotten more information outside of GCC that has made him change his mind. They are distinct from other clubs

vii. Cliff: Sketch with the other account

viii. Vikas: Issue with validating their behavior. 

ix. Scott: The clause in and of itself that tells of them not allowing the individual to join other Chinese groups is grounds for DQ

x. Motion to recommend for recognition: [0-13-3]

VI. Recognition Promotions: Gadfly, Taal, DDR

a. DDR aka Electronic Games Club

i. Decided not to recommend promotion because they don’t need more funds, and there are sustainability questions

ii. Motion to approve for Promotion: [0-14-2]

b. Taal

i. Have been active for a long time, throw a showcase for next semester

ii. SGA is not funding them, which is their only source

iii. Motion to approve for Promotion: [14-0-2]

c. Gadfly

i. Tiffany: not much ABC communication

ii. Mustafa: They’ve only been active for tw

iii. Motion to approve for Promotion: [15-0-1]

VII. Check-Out - Attendance

